
 

Overview

The Japan in East Asia Program aims to provide students with a wide range of 
social science and humanities courses to develop an advanced understanding 
of Japanese/East Asian politics, economy, society and culture in a global 
context. The program is organized so that students will be able to receive a 
Bachelor's degree by taking classes that are taught in English. The curriculum 
reflects sixty years of experience and continuous improvement and innovation 
in liberal arts education at the College of Arts and Sciences.

Key Features of the Program

The Inter-disciplinary Cultural Studies Approach emphasizes the study of cultures 
from a comparative and diversified perspective. College of Arts and Sciences.

The Area Studies Approach poses academic questions from both geographical 
and historical viewpoints regarding the nation-states that students are studying, 
or perhaps where they spent their childhood, by drawing comparisons with 
alternative perspectives and transnational 

The Social Sciences Approach mobilizes contemporary theoretical and 
empirical discussions from an array of fields, including politics, international 
relations, economics, sociology, and legal studies.
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・Area and Historical Studies Seminar 

・Social and International Studies Seminar 

・Media and Modernity in Japan 

・Philosophy of Globalization Seminar

・Interdisciplinary Cultural Studies Seminar 

・Japanese for Research (Meiji Periodicals) 

・Society in East Asia 
・East Asian Thought

・Language and Culture Seminar 
・Japan in East Asia Seminar 

For more information about the Japan in East Asia program,  please check:

https://peak.c.u-tokyo.ac.jp/courses/jea/index.html
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Meet the students

During the first year I chose some courses that I might not have considered taking 
(e.g., Japanese Law), but I thought it would be a good opportunity to broaden my 
horizons. In the second year I have tried to narrow my selection down to courses 
that genuinely interest and fascinate me.

How do you go about choosing your courses?

Jan Grigat
(age 22)

Course Overview

This course provides students with an overview of the interconnections between 
the formation of modern discourses and the development of various media in 
Japan from the 17th century through to the early 20th century. While the 
emphasis is on print media and their relation to the gendered formation of 
modern life, Japan’s self-image and other related issues are also explored.

Media and Modernity in Japan

Professor
Shiho Maeshima

Course Overview

Fundamentals of Ecology is a course offered in the Environmental Sciences track 
that provides students with an overview of both the basics and the cutting edge in 
ecology and evolutionary biology. Students consider real-world problems, such as 
the current extinction crisis and global overpopulation, and learn the basic theory 
and scientific skills to help solve them. Students also participate in some field and 
lab exercises to familiarize them with how ecology is actually done by scientists.

Fundamentals of Ecology

Professor
Richard Shefferson

Professor

Shiho Maeshima


Media and Modernity in Japan 

This course provides students with an overview of the 
interconnections between the formation of modern discourses 
and the development of various media in Japan from the 17th 
century through to the early 20th century. While the emphasis is 
on print media and their relation to the gendered formation of 
modern life, Japan’s self-image and other related issues are 
also explored. 

https://youtu.be/z8ch5gdigPg
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